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OC Planning Announces “A Saturday in the Canyons” 
Submitted by Cynthia Baker, OC Public Works 

Customer Care & Permit Services Manager 

 

OC Planning, a division of the OC Public Works department, is actively engaged in improving our service to you, our     

customers.  In August 2009, a Customer Care unit was created and now works as an integral part of OC Planning.  One way 

in which OC Planning has attempted to improve service to the community is by soliciting input and suggestions for         

improvement  from  customers and  then implementing their  suggestions in ideas.  It is because of  input from our          

customers  in Silverado, Modjeska and Trabuco Canyons that we realized our need to make our services more readily      

accessible to customers who are not located in close proximity to our Santa Ana offices. In that vein we have added the   

ability to apply for simple permits online by visiting our website at www.ocplanning.net.  Customers now have the added 

convenience of being able to apply for a permit without ever leaving their homes. We have also extended our public counter 

hours to 7:30am to 5:00pm, Monday through Friday.  In addition, we are planning on hosting a “Saturday in the Canyons” 

event during which OC Planning staff and volunteers will be available to meet with canyon residents in order to discuss 

their individual properties, to provide information related to building and zoning codes, and to provide research for           

individual homes and properties.  Residents will also be able to apply for permits at this event if they choose to do so. 

 

We hope to schedule this event for March 2011 and appreciate your input.  Should you wish to receive additional             

information related to permits, building in the canyons or our upcoming event please contact OC Planning Customer Care at       

ocpcustomercare@ocpw.ocgov.com or by phone at 714-667-8888. 

INTER-CANYON LEAGUE ANNOUNCES 
NEW BOARD OF DIRECTORS 

The Inter-Canyon League Board of 2010 would like to thank you for your support this past year. Many goals 
were accomplished that would not have been achieved without the support of our members and the            
community. Some of those accomplishments include; a successful close out of the Dead & Dying Tree        
Removal grant, successful closeout  of the 2008 Canyon Perimeter Defense Grant, recipient of 3 American 
Red Cross grants, the creation and production of the “Inter-Canyon News”, formation of the Gateway Safety 
& Security Committee,  a successful wine tasting fundraising event, and a large increase in meeting         
participation from 45 to 129 attendees. 
 

The 2011 ICL election, originally scheduled for the first Tuesday in January, was postponed until February 
1st due to the recent storm. Members eligible to vote recently participated in the election as 3 directors    
positions were terming out. We are proud to announce our newest Director, Phil McWilliams, who will join     
re-elected directors Mike Colgan and Mary Schreiber. These three individuals are committed to serving 
through December 2012 along  with current board members Deanna Craig and Leslie Paskus-Amador. 
 

Goals for 2011 are already being discussed and the participation and support of the community is crucial.    
The new board would like to invite you to attend our meetings. They are held on the first Tuesday of every 
month. We urge you to consider joining the Inter-Canyon League as this is the organization that is             
recognized by many outside agencies and residents as the voice of the community. 
 

The ICL is currently trying to update and expand our e-mail list of all residents. If you would like to make    
sure you receive all information sent out by the ICL, please e-mail us at inter-canyon-news@cox.net and we 
will make sure you continue to receive our electronic notifications. 
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The holiday season of December 2010 is one that canyon residents will be 
remembering and talking about for years to come.  The devastating rainfall 
that hit Southern California started on December 18, 2010.  Five days and 
over 22” of recorded rainfall later, canyon creeks were overflowing. Some 
canyon residents were forced to evacuate their homes and others were 
completely stranded due to access being washed out or blocked by        
overflowing  mud and debris. 
 

When daylight broke on December 22nd, the impact of what had happened 
just hours before shocked our community. None of our canyons eluded the 
devastation. Major problems occurred in Silverado, Blackstar, Baker,         
Williams, Modjeska and Trabuco canyons. 
 

In Silverado, residents of Wildcat Canyon were distraught to learn that the 
creek that flows along their homes had been fiercely impacted by a massive 
debris flow that came down from Wildcat Ranch leaving at least one home 
full of mud.  Sleepy Hollow and Shadybrook were both victims of debris 
flows that roared through in the night completely burying a home, filling 
others with water and mud, and damaging vehicles in their path.  Ladd     
Canyon, Brookside Terrace, Hideaway and Hillside Lane didn't escape the 
winter storms wrath either as culverts became packed with mud and         
debris. Several residents in Cabinland received mandatory evacuation       
orders.  Others lost their electricity, water lines were broken and mud and 
water filled many yards and homes.  Calvary Chapel of the Canyons quickly 
responded by offering their facility to be used as an evacuation center.  
 

Baker Canyon suffered similar problems as a large section of road had 
washed away. Approximately 40 residents were trapped  temporarily while 
the property owner Dan Dulac and his employees worked fiercely to make 
the road passable.  
 

Residents  in  neighboring Williams  Canyon witnessed  their creek  taking  
on a  life  of  it’s own  completely   destroying  a  huge  section  of  Williams    
Canyon Road. Approximately  900  feet of water  main  was demolished 
leaving residents without water until the storm flow subsided and Irvine 
Ranch Water District crews could respond.  Properties in Jackson Ranch   
suffered as a result of the blowout of the Williams Canyon Creek and road. 
One family was stranded in their home and was rescued by the OCFA Swift 
Water Rescue Team in the early morning hours of December 22nd. IRWD  
crews responded immediately and  worked in the rain over the Christmas 
holiday to provide access for equipment and to begin construction of two 
water bypass lines in effort to restore service to the area. 
 

Paula Labar , resident of Modjeska Canyon, reported that as early as Sunday, 
December 19th. a steady rain  had  begun to  raise  levels  in  the  creeks  and 
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and culverts.  By Monday afternoon, slides were actively occurring above Markuson Road, depositing huge 
amounts of mud and debris on the road and around homes, and by sundown Santiago and Harding  Creeks 
were raging!  The heavy rain resulted in the closure of both Modjeska and Santiago Canyon roads.  Residents 
were advised to shelter in place as evacuation routes had been completely cut off by mud, rain and damage to 
Santiago Canyon Road.  Two large debris and mudflow events affected the Olive Grove area, damaging at least 
3 homes; several cars and leaving tons of debris in their aftermath.  The culvert at the Modjeska Wilderness    
Preserve predictably filled and jumped the road at 8pm Monday and again on Wednesday, December 22nd it 
deposited up to 4 feet of debris on the road all the way to the Tucker Parking lot. 
 

Trabuco Canyon suffered similar problems. Trabuco Oaks Drive was completely covered with water and debris 
trapping residents for 2 days. Further up canyon, resident volunteers worked tirelessly to keep the General 
Store from flooding and repeatedly removed mud and debris from the road to allow access to the residents. 

Once again, canyonites found themselves in emergency mode. Canyon residents immediately went to work 
helping each other dig out. The ICL Board of Directors quickly formed a disaster relief committee to identify 
needs while working alongside  many agencies to ensure  safety, access and shelter. Community meetings were 
hosted by the ICL and Supervisor Campbell’s office on January 5th and 6th in Silverado and Modjeska  to allow 
OC Public Works,  Emergency Management Bureau, OCFA, OC Sherriff, and utility company representatives an 
opportunity to address concerns, bring residents up to date and discuss plans for the future. 
 

The ICL Board of Directors and the Disaster Relief Committee would like to thank everyone that has assisted in 
restoring our community. We have been blessed to receive help from many schools, churches, businesses and 
other organizations that have provided us with volunteers, supplies, heavy equipment and food. Some of our 
large contributors include; TruHope International, The Tzu Chi Foundation, Calvary Chapel of the Canyons, 
Church of Latter Day Saints, Parakletos Int’l., OC Rescue Mission, One OC, Focus OC, Home Depot, National     
Association of Christian Churches, Anita Bennyhoff (The Foothills Sentry), Pacific Ranch Market, Albertsons,  
Calvary Chapel Costa Mesa, Yorba Linda Friends Church, Wise Guys Pizza, Mesco. Inc. “Big Mike”, St. Luke’s   
Lutheran Church, Newsong Church-Irvine, Calvary Chapel Living Word, Hope Force Int’l, El Modena High School, 
Northwood High School, Irvine High School, Covenant Presbyterian Church, Coldwell Banker, SC Fuels, SOKA 
University, American Red Cross and Cottonwood Church-Los Alamitos. 
 

There has also been a tremendous outpouring of resident volunteers. So many that it would be impossible to 
name them all. These are the folks that have been engaged from day one coming to the aid of their friends and 
neighbors. They have been doing everything from making brownies to getting on a bucket line. They have been 
digging out their neighbors, making lunches, shuttling volunteers, staffing the community center, operating  
heavy equipment and directing volunteers. We thank you and hope you know how much you are appreciated. 
 

The ICL plans to continue the organization  of the disaster relief effort through February. We are currently      
asking volunteers to assist us from 9:00 to 3:00 on Saturdays. The check in area for volunteers is the Silverado 

Community Center. Groups of 10 or larger should contact Leslie Paskus-Amador at lesliepaskus@aol.com.   

Tru Hope International volunteers Latter-Day Saints volunteers Calvary Chapel volunteers 



 

 

     Calendar of Special Events 
 

 

March 13       Daylight Savings Time Begins  
 

March 17       St. Patrickõs Day 
 

April 9 & 10   Tucker Wildlife Sanctuary  

                      Spring Fair & Art Festival  
 

April 17         Silverado Childrenõs Center 

                     Chili Cook-off - Irvine Lake  
 

April 24          Easter Sunday - Firefighter  

                     Pancake Breakfasts in both  

                     Modjeska and Silverado  
 

May (TBD)    Vaccination Pet Clinic - call  

                     Fran Williams (714) 649 -2069  
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Calendar of Regular Events 

INTER-CANYON LEAGUE        
1st Tuesday, 7:00 PM 

  Silverado Community Center 

(quarterly at Modjeska Fire Station) 

 

FIRE SAFE COUNCIL 

  3rd Thursday, 7:00 PM 

Fire Station 14 

 

SMRPD BOARD 

4th Tuesday, 7:00 PM  

Silverado Community Center 

 

BROWN BAGGERS  

Twice monthly.  

Call Judy Myers to confirm 

location and time 
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Inter -Canyon News  
 

This newsletter is published as a     
community service  by members           

of the ICL.  
 

Editor:  Deanna Craig  
Publishing & Design: Colleen Colgan  
Editing and Assembly: Diane Young  

 

We welcome your contributions                      
to the newsletter.  Please e -mail us at                                           

inter -canyon -news@cox.net  
 

The Inter -Canyon League is a                  
501(C)3 non -profit organization  


