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and Santiagoe Canyon Road.




Furus who choose to live in the
canyons and foothills of Orange
County, we do so to be close to
nature. We enjoy the rugged natural
landscape, the birds and wild ani-
mals that visit our yards, and serene
beauty of a clear night sky. Our
homes, cottages and ranches are
nestled in the narrow canyons, on
steep hillsides, or rolling plateaus
that are surrounded by abundant
natural plants, shrubs and trees.

While we are fortunate to livein
this unique rustic environment, we =

also recognize that our rural life-

style carries wmnftmfumw' 3

- The risk ﬂmﬂﬂmhnmm
H*"' herefars,
preca

u.|

Hardening your home

“Hardening™ means to taking sfteps to make your home
and property more resistant to fires. Flying embers and
intense heat can easily ignite & dwelling, but there are
simple things that you
can do to minimire this
risk. Many of these

sive to implement.

Overgrown or dry veg-
etation sgaingst your
hame is a major fire
risk. Removing dead
or dying frees, shrubs
and ground cover is an
obvious move in the right direction. Get rid of piles of old
lumber and debris. nof only because they may be fuel for
a fire, but junk piles can impeds firefighter's acoeir. Keap
your road and drive clear for fire trucks and crews

HELPFULL WEBSITES

winnw firesafecouncl.org
WL Infercanyon.org
wiw. firewise.org

W fire.ca.gov
www.ocla.ong



Maintaining 100 feet (or toyougpropeneviineloflaetensible
Space... around your home, and out buildingshslessentialfandithellaw]

Removing, pruning, spacing and planting .
Create a pleasing natural looking landscaped garden and prop- f - u=h .
erty by staggering plants, shrubs and trees. The idea is to provide -y .
adeqguate spacing between plants and trees, thus reducing tha Logs, TN
thance of a direct fire path to your home, Spacing may require A pihillside che ﬂTﬂ‘l‘tu- .
remaving some vegetation and planting either native species or NOFTOCALE R '1 A
imported plant varieiiss IT 5 not necessary 1o remove all natove fire RDaac tras |..1-.a1,.,mmm.m

prone vegetation . m

:'3# 2et cle ram*imm ¥ Stir-

Haorizontal spa‘_,‘"!_h rﬂu # jl"ﬂl#“rhﬂmﬂ Tflil'l'll'ﬂil!g back

Large shrubs and trees should be separated by 3 times the diameter fouir 1;11,1 trees, pruning shrubs

of the crown of the largest shrub, or 15° between trees and other ] “and re l‘llj of d h ush i Crttll:ar’"' Cleirance
ubs, whichevar i graster. Treas thoul ted 3 time [ |”'T‘E'ﬂ“d f'd'Eﬂl ith ﬂa!" m@ﬂtﬂﬁm

gebﬁ‘rk! ant p nan provide - Eﬂ
natural : isunueﬁ

s,
-—gfl':‘”s und E.IH-L nug“u-: rL|l'|1r1.:'Ld
[

AT
raomunder, frees and -pl.lnl 8

5 Not 10 Echf.f

a - 8 W | g i )
. 'h:- 2. 4 W : Wi i
~ : : = ' tanks
ag, ) TR jrowocd RILEtank RN
- - ' ] ) Wt ored 3I:I,.!.1l.\n-,- fromihome|
:';- n

P £

Rond accessiblal

=t =y e
e . 1"' I-i
o

&l Ewé' I.I.;E.liﬂ:étr f
- T T TR Prune o trim trées or large tree-form
shrubs 3 times the height (or 10') of the I

underlylng vegetation, realdroundf -
T &
-ﬂ- H\'dl net g li i:' ' 4

tle Ared i 5‘

b g Lo
Tk st
L Duwu Hillhte' ¢ rIr:a rEd
."g al
© 70 feet {or to 'yaurpmpeﬁy line)
of fuel redisction acts as a buffer - Thinning over-
T 1 gl vl i, growth on natural vegetation, pruning plants and
Tree trimmed Sas 7 ! removing dead and dying brush and trees will
reduce the “fire ladder® that spreads wild fires. 1t is
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Planning and maintaining
natural landscape

The purpase of this brochure is not to provide specific mandates on
how to landscape, modify or maintain yoor proparty. Howawer, we
hope to offer information and suggestions to help improve the fire
safety around your hame.

& common misconception is that scalping the fand for a hundred
feet arcund a residence will make i fire safe. Removing all vegeta-
tion may actually produce a clear path for embers to blow right up
to your home. Clearing, grading, scalping to expose soil may alio
allow fast-growing, invasive; firs prone vegetation to take over
Leaf litter fram native shrubs and trees can prevent non-native, fire
prone plants in certian areas,

Sendlble fuel madification can sustain natural beauty while redud-
ing the risk of wildfires. Your unigue plan will depend on the lay
-:-f-':.--:-..lr land, hillside relationship and your proper by boundaries
Trimming back or remoying fire prone indigenows vegetation
arrangement b effective Planting fire
: alling an irrigation syitem can enhance the
beauty and redistance to fire

Property behind yard ST Tk ; Hiustirem '.|'E'|:| providings s . Landscaping with
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This brochure depicts some of the most common vegetation fo h & canyons and vathills of Orange County, Califor-
nia. It does NOT list EVERY weed or plant that exists in our area. This list has been co ooperati sts
from the Orange County Fire Authority, biologists, and canyon folks, Wa have selectec mmﬂﬁwnd plant species and
listed them by their common name, and some with Latin

the s 'ﬁgewhm looks different from germination
through grawth, flowering, darmancy and death cycles. For additional infamm : \lﬂh I.lnl:i.l'! ilsted. Some of thase links ae

commerdal websites, but were selected at they provided the most com
Those of greatest concern are

ecies -‘gfmt-rﬁed.byfnh o fs].

» Artichoke Thistle

Infestations of artichoke thistie can reduce forage production, limit
wildlife, recraational, and livestack movement, and out-campate
native vegetation. Digging out a plant can comtral artichoke thisthe,
but much of the taprost must be removed or new growth will
develsp fram the cul surface, wesnvcountyoisboorgiwmadAT hm

Arundo Donax

& giant read that resembles Bambao. It forms dense, impenatrable
clumps or spresd by cresping I is mosthy native te Med-terrangan
counfries but can be found in our canyons. Arundo can range
from low, sheubby forms to towening giants over 20 feet tall

wewwe nne govlplantef&LIENSfact/ardnd_htm

#» Chamise

This is the dominant chaparral plant throughout mast of California,
often formeng pure, impenetrable stands, Ao known a3 Grease-
wood, the shrub contains highly Hammable resinz, which cause it
i burn rapidly when igrdted, Followang a fire, Chamise sprouts
rapidty from its basal bur| {root crawn) and soon outgrows most
competitors, httpedealflara nstibanmingnlamtsichamice himl

#s California Sagebrush - Cuthack during dormancy

California sagebrush is @ stout, woody, graysh-green shrob grow-
ing typically to about &' tall, rounded and much-branched from the
base, California sagebrush is extremely comman on lower slopes

af dry foothills to 2500° thraughout Southérn California. It blooms
Aipgust to Decembar,

I 5 I'.:‘ h-1 d 1t | T
swhwwrcalflere netbloomingplantsionlifornissage brush fitm] 2nrush taund throughout T

#+ Black Sage -Cuthack during dosmanty
Black S3ge is a perennial shrub that grows approximately 3' FtaﬂL i
It 15 coverad with simple hairs with some glandular hairs, which
' m.ilrﬁ it highly arornatic, The flewers are usually s pale blue or
lavender caler; Btto:fen wikipediaotalwikiBlack sane
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e --= +s Castor Bean Plant
AL NSe A stout, robust shrub-like plant with reddish to purple stems may
& reach 12 feet in height. The frult i a three-lobed, green or red

capsule with a soft, spine. The seeds from the castor hean plant,
Ricinus communis, are polsonous, The main taxic proteins {5 “rlcin®.
woww library wluc.edufvextoxicicaston/castor. htm

e Yy * allan Cypress

Cypress are evergreen trees or large shrubs, growing 16°-130° tall.
The leaves are scala-like. On young plants, the leaves are neadle-
like, The cones mature 18-24 months from poliination. hiep:

.-'.l'en.'.r.'iklped!a.-}rg.mn'i:i.’C].'FrE-Fi

+ Eucalyptus

On warm deys eucalyotus oil rises. Eutslyptus oil 4 highty flam-
mable and bush fires can travel easily through the oil-rich air of the
tree crowvnd, The dead bark and fallen branches are also flammatnle

 httpenwikipedia.org/wiki/Eucalyptus

v Junipers

Awnipers vary in size and shape from tall trees; to or low spread-
ing shrubs with lang trailing branches. They are evergreen with
needle-like and’or scale-hike leaves, They produce “herry*-like
hard-shellad seeds that ara r oy, orange or blue.
http-tfen.wikipediaorg/wiki/luniper

Laurel Sumac
Laurel sumac is & fast growang, large rounded evergreen shrub
orsmall trée growang 10" 1o 15" tall that is aromatic with reddish

2 leaf veins, petioles and stems. Laurel sumac is commonly found on
« dry ridges and canyons below 3000' in chaparral and coastal sage
" scrub, s brittle, causing limbs to break off in high winds. it is a

fast burnirg wood,
www. calflora net/bloomingplantsfaurelsumachim

* Milk Thistle

This stout thistle usually grows in dry, sunny areas. The stem
branches at the top and reaches a height of £ 1o 10 fest. The [zaves
are wide, with white blatches o velns, The flowers are red-putple.
The small, hard-skinned fruit is brown, spotted, and shiny. Milk
thistle Is easy to grow, and it matures in less than a year. hitp;

fien wikipedia.argiwikiiilk_Thistle




* Pine Trees

Pires are evergreen resinous trees. Older trees tend to have dead
fimbe and branches which are highly flammable. Dried pine nasdies
cani quickly lgnite. http:len wikipedia.orgiwikitPine

Pines nsodieska Canyorn

Poison Oak

Wastern Polson-oak grows as a dende shrub in sunlight, or asa
climbing vine in shaded. It repraduces by creeping rootstocks or

by seeds. Tha glossy leaves are generally bright graen in the spring
{or bronze when first unfolding), yellow-green to reddish in the |
summer, and bright red or pink In the fall. htpoveniwikipedia.org! 5
wikif Toxicodendron_diversitobum 1

Purple Sage -Cuthack during dormancy

Purple sage is a three to six foot evergreen shrub with Howers
that are light purple in Bay -Jul. Purple sage has wiile leaves that
are iuzzy greyl This sage s found on dry slopes and need’s sun, it
needs no water aftar is

vowewy laspilitascom/ipla

Hosemary

Rosemary is a woody, perenndal herb with fragrant evergraen
needle-like leaves, 11 s native to the Mediterranean but tound in
CRUr Ciklny0ns

http-iten.wikipediaorgwikiRosemary

s Tree Tobacco (Micofiana gauca)

Tree tabacco is an erect perannial growing to 24' tall with drosping
branches. The fiower has a long, tubular 5-lobed greenish-yellow
corolla slightly flared. It blooms from April to September. It is poi-

sonous to Ingest in any farm,
wnw delange argTohacenTresTohaccnTres hitm

» Tumbleweed

OF, “Russian thistie” looks ke the skeleton of & normal shrub.
‘Plants may be as small 25 2 basketball or as large as a golf cart. The
- branches have small shatp stickers. bn the fall when It deies out it
'haab{wﬁ;md tumbles in thewind, It is an mmmed that
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,uhars. Fire resistant plants tend to retain moisture and have
ickly, but they are not fire proof,

nrnable due to their physical characteristics and/ér chemical composition.
ofily will these species burst into flames eastly, but they produce embers

. ww s
-il' Nntwe .F'.I'R.E' RESI.S’THNT plant species

y T *::J:" “'
; » Bladderpod - Shrub {Isomeris arbarea)
Lﬁh‘; Aladderpod is an erect, rounded snd profusely-branched, shrub
e

:draamiﬂ- 5@1 an fire resistance. Some well-irrigated, fire-prone speches are less lkely
wariet r.ln posss 3 greater risk.

B growing from 3 to B tall. Flowers bloom in many short racemes on

T FL this strong-smelling, dense, round shrab with palmately compound
' leaves. Flonaers, lanuary 1o November.

woww.calfiora.net/bloomingplants/bladderpod himi

» California Coffee Berry - Evergreen Shrub

{Rhamnus californical

The Calitornia coffeeherry is an avergreen shrub that grows in the
carwons. If reaches & height of 6-3 fr. and has large green te black
perries in late symmer. This shrob is drought tolerant, tolerates sun
of partiel shade, and gross im all soil fypes.

http-i‘bewaterwise com/gardensoft/plant_description.aspa?Plant!
D=551

* California Encelia - Native canyon shrub

kg (Encalia calitornica)

% The California encelia isa bushy year-round plant {perennial) which
8 orows up to 5 tall. The daisy-lke flower Is bright golden-yellow. It
2 blooms from March to June. wiww laspilitas.comiplants/260.htm

« California Scrub Oak - Native canyon shrub/tree

Thie Califarnia sorub oak 5 an evergrean shnab that is drought tol-
£ erant. |t can grow 5-10 fhigh and can be identified by it flaking
4 hnh The wrub nilt it & riative 1o Eail.'lntnlu :m:l Hﬂlﬂihuﬂtrfﬁﬁ



* Deerweed - Native canyon shrub

Common Deerweed, ako called California broom ar broom lotm,
is & low bushy, noxious shrub growing to about 4° tall. Flowers are
yellow aging to red, Deerweed is common on dry tlopes, flats and

washes is very drought tolerant,
woonwecalflora net/bloomingplantscommondesrwesd hitmi

» Giant Wild Rye - Large Native Grazs (Leymus condensatus)
A large clumping green grass, that grows between plant commumi-
ted of in openings. Reaches heighis of E-8° in bloom and will dump
4-5" wide. Thiz drought resistant Lall grass thrves in the sun

wianw, malag. i oregomitateedu/valdifiowertipeciey, phplia-917

* Lemonade Borry - Large Evergreen Shrub

(Rhus integrifolia)

& sty shiub that grows wp 1o W0 G White-pnd Blower s bilod
porm . large champn i the {prng, wheth bedome oblong Dermes,
npening from green to yellow and then red. t n hardy and very
tederznt 1o drought. Waler i needed ondy OCCALnally
wwnaammitc org/plant_ot_the month_200608_Lemonade
Berry.hitm

* Live Oak - Native Trew [Quercus sgrifolia)

The Lrve Dal i inadnpénoun 10 the carwons and 3 natural hie
resistant species. Thee Lrge and 1pmeading e gresn)
barnert. Bven whan desaitated by fire. will O Wi oy
B8 O Qrowng Dut Can Bve 0 De sewar ) hundied yed o
wwnd Lespilitas.com/groupaioaks/california_oak1.html

+ Maxican Elderborry - Native canyon tree

Maxican or blue eiderbarry i & emall tree or tall thrub growing

be 25, but often shorier 1t hud many imall white Rowers fused af
the bate. The fruit & » nearly black bevry blooming from barch o
September,

wowrve calfior net/bicomingplanty/mesicanesde e ry hmi




+ Prickly Pear Cactus - - Native canyon plant l:m fittoralis)

AR - Prickly pear has broad, flat joints {spiny, thick “cactus” paddies).

& Yy The flowers are pale yellow about 2 inches long. The fruits are small
= pear-shaped and dark reddish-purple and covered with bristles, The

fruit is adible but has many seeds.

v desertase.comdmagoot oot patdu_prkpearhtm|
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] ér ¥ - h 1';’1_. S - » Californla Sycamore Tree - Native Tree (Plantanus racemosa)
A '|[ ..p 5.|,.;,;| mares T T t|'=- 3c.r=| e fate The sycamores are long-lived and can be astall as 100 feet. These
; & found -'|m|_|r=||||_.|_|_ he :an:,-un:_. trees Lsually have multiple trunks that can ba up to five faet in

diameter. The outer bark peels away to create 5 mottled patchiwork

of tans, whites, grays, greens and sometimes vellows. The inner bark
is usually $mooth. Sycamares retain water making them an excellent
fire resistant tree. www, bluerosbuck comfsycamare. htm

* Toyon -Large native evergreen shrub

(Heteromeles arbutifolia)

Toyon, or &% it's sometimes calted, Christrnas Barry_ is an evergreen
shrub of smiall tree thal usually grows 6-8

In the fail the berries turn bright red
http-fen.wikipedia.ora/wiki/Toyon

« Woolly Blue Curls - Native canyon shrub
(Trichastema lanatum)
A : Woally Blue Curls is 3 three to four foot evergreen thrub with violet
T  Waoley Blue f-'-“"j- X A=y ] flowers in fuzzy spikes in May-Aug and narrow aromatic leaves
, e "l'"‘""' ":'-"""'"'"'t"' 'T‘"""I"-"a %J e 0 Wizolly Blue Curls 5 native ta dry slopes. They nead full sum, good
! ;". 7 drainage, and no water afrer established.
'n.'l.lw.u.l:.alﬂ-:.r.:.n-:t:'|:|n'n-;-rnin-aF-|antn.h'-.lnc-|i].'l:|tum:l.nli.h'.rn-=

» White Alder - Native canyon tree (Alnus rhombifolia)
White alder is a fairy common tree in the canyans, with smooth
whitish 1o gray bark that can grow 30° to 100" tall. It has a straight
trunk and open, rounded crown. It grows close to streams whare
water is available.

wwww calflora.net/blooming plants/whitealder. html
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_. *N ursery plants
. {ither EIRE RESISTANT plants that can supplement natural vegeta-
tion, Degending on your landscape plan, drought / heat resistant
watleties, slong velth eroslon control plants and shrubs, may be.

irteqrated with native plants. Chack with your landscape designar
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Homeowner’s Checklist fr.

Exterior improvement

O Cansider Installing residential sprinklers

LiEriclose the underside of eaves, balconies and above
ground decks with fire resistant materials

Access

O Clear roads and driveways to allow access for large
emergency vehicles

U Oear flammable vegetation at feast 10 feet from roads
and five feet from driveways

0 Cut back overhanging tree branches above roads

O Make sure that your street is named or numbered, and
a slgn |s visibly posted at each street intersaction

d Post your house sddress a1 the beginnang of your drveway,

or on your house so it i easily visible from the road

Roof

[ Aemave branches within 10 feet of yowr chimney and
desd branches overhanging your roof

I Remove dead leaves and nesdles from vour roof and
unters

[t bdzke sure your chimney outlet and stovepipe nave
an appwoved spadk arrestor

Landscape

O Create & “defensble space” by remowng all flammale
wagetation at least 30 feet from all structyres

L Landscape with fire resstant plants

LI On slopes ar in high fire hazard araas remaove
flammable vegetation out to 1) feat ar more

O For trees taller than 18 feet, remove lower branches
within s feet of the ground

O Maintain all plants by reqularly watering, and by
removing dead branches, leaves and needie:

U Do not plant tress dosa to any power ling.

Yard

U Stack woodpibes at least 30 fest trom all structures and
remaove vegetation within 10 feet of woadpiles

0 LPG tanks (butane and propane} maintain 10 feet
of chearance

0 Remaove &l stacks of old lumber, construction materials,

pine needies, laaves and ather debrm from your yard

Emargency Water Supply

O Claarly mark al} emergency water salnces

-.ﬂaﬁﬂwmﬁumu muwdwmm

"'\':I"‘"_"-..-l' L o

-umwmwmmm notin use

2 Allow ot toals such as glue guns and soldering ions to cool
befarestoring

O Properly store flammable llquids in approved containers
and away from ignition souress such as pilat lights

Disaster Preparedness

O Maintain at laast 2 the *ﬁ;mﬂy of drirking water, and
food that does not require refrigeration and generally

doas not eed cooking
O Maintain a partable radio, flashiight, emergency cocking
equipment, partable lanterns and batteries
O Maintain first aid supplies to trést the njured until help arrives
O Keep a list of valuables to take youl in an emergenty;
if possible, store thess valughlegto
Q0 For safety, securely attach all heaters and furniture
such as cabinets and bookshelvas §o walls

& Have 2 contingency plan to enabile family members to contact
each other, Establish a family/feléd phone tree

2 Designate an emergency masting place outside your hame

d Dutdear cooking appliances ..‘3“ barbaties should never

be taken indoors for ute as heaters



lings. Larger bushes are more easiy ¢ st il
--gﬁ'ﬁk&iﬂﬂu‘ihﬁ and mhmh. .
As waeds Begin to sprout, like Mustard Plants, 3 broad leaf herbi-
tide can killing the weed withaut harming the surrounding grass.

Caution must be exercised when clearing, as heat and
Santa Ana winds dry out foliage. A weed wacker with

a line trimmer is OK, but using a powermower, a metal
blade, a chainsaw or even a pick, can strike a rock, cause a
spark and ignite a grass or brush fire,

Our friends at the Baker Canyon Green Recycfing have made dis-
posing of cut brush easy. They have extended a courtesy to canyon
redidents to accepl brush and trees trimmings withoeut charge.
Howwever, they do not accept palm trees, palm trimmings, lumber or
trash, They also offer FREE rough-cur mudch for the asking

Baker Camyon Green Reoycling
27910 Baker Canyon Rd off of Bladk Siar Canyon Ad

P
INTER-CANYON
LEAGUE

F.0. Box 301
Silverade, Ca 91676

Canyon Resident
Box Helder
Silverado, CA 92676

ac

on thelr website,
of you may call
619-593-2183 for &

¥ recorded mesiage.

httpz/fwww.fs. fed.us/r5/develand/
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